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Narrative
The Town of Braintree is a suburban community with a strong residential
character located ten miles south of Boston. Incorporated in 1640,
Braintree has a rich history and a promising future. The town is ideally

situated at the crossroads of Route I-93 (128) and Route 3 for easy access
to the Greater Boston area and Cape Cod as well as having excellent public
transportation to Boston and Logan International Airport. The community
has a good mix of established neighborhoods, small clusters of new homes
and several condominium complexes.
There is a strong business base which includes one of the largest regional
shopping centers in the northeast; The South Shore Plaza. Attractive
office and industrial parks are located in the town as well, because of its
ideal location.
Braintree has a rich history. 01ld Braintree was the birthplace of two
presidents, John Adams and John Quincy Adams, as well as John Hancock and
General Sylvanus Thayer, the founder of West Point.
Residents feel that people are attracted to Braintree as a good place to
live and work because it has an excellent public school system as well as
Thayer Academy and Archbishop Williams High School, and a fine parks and
recreation program with the availability of many recreational resources
such as Town Forest, Pond Meadow Park, Sunset Lake, Smith Beach, the
Cranberry Pond Conservation District, the MDC Blue Hills Reservation trail
system, and an 18 hole public golf course.
Braintree is a mature community with a broad residential and business base
that is positioned for controlled growth in the coming years.

(Narrative supplied by community)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Eastern Massachusetts, bordered by Randolph on the west, Quincy on the northwest
and north, Weymouth on the east, and Holbrook on the south. Braintree is 11
miles north of Brockton, 12 miles south of Boston, and 220 miles from New York
City.

Total Area: 14.52 sq. miles
Land Area: 13.89 sq. miles
Population: 33,836
Density: 2,436 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Hingham Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 27.4°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.5°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 47.7"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Blue Hills, Weymouth

Regional Planning Agency
Metropolitan Area Planning Council
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Boston
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (781) 848-1870
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Executive Secretary
Representative Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1640

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 19,950
Democrats 9,730 48.8
Republicans 2,856 14.3
Other parties 20 0.1
Unenrolled Voters 7,344 36.8

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profil e of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Braintree town, Morfolk County, Massachusetts

[Far information on corfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units

in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 197
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 152
Federal (Section 8): 140
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E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Braintree is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail,
air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495
divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by
numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and
intermodal facilities of Boston.

Major Highways
Principal highways are State Routes 3, 37, 53, and 128.

Rail
MBTA subway service is available on the Red Line from Braintree Station (25
min to Park Street; 1,228 MBTA parking spaces) and from Quincy Adams
Station. The Bay Colony Railroad (contact number: 617-380-3556), Conrail
(617-783-6222), and the Quincy Bay Terminal Railroad (603-226-3395) all
provide freight rail service and interchange traffic in Braintree.

Bus

Member of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA), with
service to Quincy Center, Weymouth Landing, the Brockton line, South Shore
Plaza and Randolph, also THE RIDE, a paratransit service for the elderly
and disabled. Carey's Bus Lines provides commuter service to Boston. The
Plymouth and Brockton Street Railway Company provides commuter service to
Plymouth.

Other
The Norwood Memorial Airport, a Reliever (RL) facility, 1is easily
accessible. It has 2 asphalt runways 4,001' x 150' and 4,007' x 150°'.
Instrument approaches available: Non-precision. Massport's Logan Express
provides non-stop service between Logan Airport and Braintree.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals
Braintree Hospital
Mass. Respiratory Hospital

Long Term Care
Braintree Manor Rehab Nursing Center
Elihu White Nursing & Rehab. Center
Franklin Nursing Home
Franvale Nursing Home
Hollingsworth House Nursing Home
John Scott House Nursing & Rehab. Center
Resthaven Nursing Home

Hospices
The Hospice Of The South Shore

Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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